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PrimaLulia ProLogue Three Preamplifier
and ProLogue Five Power Amplifier

Sallie Reynolds

Inexpensive gear for the tube lover, and maybe the non-tube lover as well.

he PrimaLluna Prologue

Three preamp and  Five

my list for good sound,
good value, and simplicicy.
They are also good fun, if you like play-
ing with tubes (they are built to accept
many types, including the EL-34), but
you don't meed to play with tubes. You
can be a complete tube neophyte and
enjoy these unics, They fill the room

with exquisite sound, from the whisper
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power amp are at the top of

of a stroked cymbal or muced violin o
the thunder of a grear organ. Thar's the
key: The ProLogues make musicy chey
make it simply; they make ic well,

And chey are tough, something |
don'e expect in tubes. These "8(ks-look-
ing unies, with their metal cages hous-
ing small, fierce-eyed beasts, were deliv-
ered in good shape by UPS, along with
some other boxes, and placed in o soack
at my gate. Before [ could ger to them, a
jackass, about whom no more shall be

said, had knocked che top box nearly
four feet o the ground, and had eaten
the cardboard

S0 well-packed and sourdy are these
unies, thar not only was no damage done
o cthe inside box or ourside of the unirt,
bur when 1 hooked che Prologues up o
check for internal damage, | had, inscead,
music in uncler five minuces, And whar
music! While recently in an outdoor
marker, | heard & group of chree aston-
ishing voung musicians calling them-
selves Sneakin® Oue. | am a devoree of
local musicians, They play for the
maoment and from the hearrg
they play for cheir souls
and for ours, Their music
reflecrs what s in frone
of them and inside us,
with an immediacy of
emorion ancd sound char |
never ger from polished,
distane scars, no macoer
how complex the compa-
sition and playing skills,
David Gerow, the man-
dalinist, and 12, Louwis-
Henson Blankenship, percussionist, are
among the besc players 've ever heard in
iz aned pop. 1 sar on che grass enchane-
ed, while folks around me gorged on
l."(,'l'l'il,'ﬁ ﬂl'l-;,l rii_k||_'|.| gln:,_"l: :Iml |‘r.'||‘.l:|q'\

Sneakin’ Our has a CD, Trair Wieck
[no label; search sneakinour.com tw fined
ic] char features, as does its live music,
mix of jaez, pop, and folk, much of i
written by the group, and all of it incer-
estingly and wonderfully played. My
favorice is a take on Jageer and Richards
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“Paine Ie Black.” Gerow plays wich sub-

tlety and extraordinary speed, and yer
with grear feeling, his mandolin driving
the song. Occasionally, Blankenship will
pick up a line and then sweep into tin-
kling transformations on his elecerified

xylophone. He will

make  you  gasp.
Through the
ProLogues, this

music was as clear
and immediate as it
was on the grass—
maybe more so, sans
crowd. Bur that fecl-
ing, of real people
playing for real peo-
ple, is the draw, Buy
this CD. And play it
PraLaogucs,
which  you  really
should hear before

on the

you buy a preamp and amp.

Why? Reason one: If you like organ
music, and don't believe any 36%Wpc
amp not in the price range of a crip o far
galaxies can impart the whole body-

shaking experience, you need to hear

this pair. The Great Organ at 5. Mary's
Catbedral [Reference Recordings] is one
of my toughest teses for equipment, The
only amplifier I've had here that can
reproduce its sensations and mnge, from
the sweer ringing  “Carillon  of
Westminster™ to the pedal note of
Clarke's "Trumper Veluntary,” s
Musical Fidelicys big, $7000 kW00

integrated (also a hybrid tube/ ISEOr

unit, bur one whose tbes are discrectly
concealed—rthe tubes are not up on dis-
play in their own licde go-go cage). The
P:c}l.ugm-s, ar $1295 each, give che
Musical Fidelicy a pretoy good mun. They
not only produce the nowes, bur like the
kW 500, ler the meledies develop, rich
and warm, in the swelling storm of the
full organ. The kW 300 gers che whole
organ more fully and richly, bue since it
is about ten times more powerful, it can
and should drive power-hungry loacds
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bevond che capacities of the ProLogues,
Bur che ProLogues are surprisingly good
with rthis music. Bugene Gigour's
“Scherso” 15 a beauriful, intense, and
surcly difficule picce, Ie's almost enough
just to do ic, o misquore an old horse
chesenur, bur o do it well surpasses
expectation, Here it is quire lovely and
maoving, [ was hearing derails in che lay
ers of certain ranks of pipes in ways |
hadn't betore, And again, the immedia-
cy was magical. My flesh erembled with
the waves of ai. The room filled o
reverberation.

Reuson two 1F vou like tubes, you'll
find the ProLogues' warm, rich sound
most wonderful, And chere 15 bass
true, clean, deep, tighe bass. | didn't use
a subwoofer on the Spendors in this
review and didn’t need one,

The high frequencies are sweet and
smooth, and completely withour sugar
coating. They, too, are clear and crue.
Indeed, this is the clearese creble 've
heard. The transients of cymbals and
bells are so shimmering, so swift in
onset and decay, 1 found myself looking
around to be sure the tuned wind chimes
by the window were tied down.

The midrange, where the main bady
of music lies, is rich, powerful, and dia-
mond pure. IF 1 have one tiny itch abou
these units, it 1s thar the upper regions
of this range may be—to a small

degree—emphasized. This could be a
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feature of recording technique, unno
ticed even on beloved recordings cll
now. | note, especially on another grear
local-musician CD, Swer Swwny Narth

[Shamachie], char it seems to be che fea
ruredd player (hardanger fddle, jaw harp,
of singer on the discl who is a rouch for
warel, racher than a slice of frequencics

The ProLlogues” soundstage is grand,
in all senses of the word, In just ewo days
of break-in, it reached satisfying propor-
vions, and has such good heighe 1 didn'e
think about it cill it suddenly occurred
to me thae the players | heard through
the ProLogues sounded as eall as real
humans do.

Reason chree: I you chink you don’
like tubes, if you have found them
tubby, oo sweer, o “comfy.” you'll
find in these the precision of the best
solid-seate units, plus—hke vinyl—an
added musical soupcon that no one has
satisfuctorily explamned to me. Because of
inherent potentials for distortion, nei-
ther vinyl nor tubes should sound as
“like

{Incidentally, theugh che Three does not

much music”  as  they de.
come with a phonostage, a ProLogue
PhonoBoard—moving magnet—Iis
available for $139 and can be inscalled
in the unie.}

Reson four: If you've been afraid thar
tubes were frail, hard to set up, hard @
keep biased, forever going on the blink—

rest easy. The PrimaLuna designer,

Herman van den Dungen, has done what
good designers everywhere should do. He
created excellent sound with top-grade
parts and design ar a reasonable price, in
units that are reliable, easy o use, and
seerningly indeseruceible,

Finally, if you have always wanted to
be a reviewer, but never dared, you can
live oue your dream. Primaluna invites
you eo “send us a review of your cxperi-
ence with the amplifier.”

So—wear yoursell out. a

SPECIFICATIONS
FProtogue Three vacuum tube stereo
preamplifier

Number and type of inputs: Four stereo
pairs, line level {via RCA [acks)

Type of outputs: Three steren pairs, ling
level (two mains, one tape, via RCA jacks)

Dimensions: 11° x 7.5" x 15.5° inches

Weight: 23.5 lbs.

ProLogue Five vacuwm fube stereo
power ampiifier
Power output; 36Wpc
Frequency Responsa: 20Hz — BSkHz =/- 0.2
at rated power (dHz 0 110kHz -3d8 @1W]
Input impedance: 10KOhms
Outputs: 4 & B0hm taps
Tubes: 4 x KT-B8; 2 x 12807; 2 x 124U7
Number and type of inputs: One stereo
pair, line level (RCA)
Dimenslons: 11° x 7.5" x 15.5°
Weight: 37.5 Ibs.

ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT

Musical Fidedity AS CD plaver and KWS00
amplifier; Spendor S8e loudspeaker; Nocdost
Elue Heaven speaker cables and intercon-
nects; Monster 3500 line conditioner

UPSCALE ALUDIO

2504 Spring Terrace
Upland, California 91784
{909) 931-9686
primaluna.nl
upscaleaudio.com
Prices: $1295 each
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